California
Medicine

EDITORIAL

An Editor’s Farewell

TWENTY-ONE AND A HALF Yyears is a long time in
the life of a medical journal—it is the whole length
of life of CALIFORNIA MEDICINE under this name.
The forebears of CALIFORNIA MEDICINE — THE
TRANSACTIONS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, first published in 1897;
THE CALIFORNIA STATE JOURNAL OF MEDICINE,
first published in 1902 and CALIFORNIA AND
WESTERN MEDICINE, to which the name was
changed in 1924 — gave CALIFORNIA MEDICINE
a long and well known ancestry when it first ap-
peared in July 1946.

It has been the willing plight of this editor to
have served the California Medical Association
and this journal continuously since July 1946. This
has been a most interesting and stimulating time
for the California Medical Association, a period
of very rapid growth, of great controversy in medi-
cine and of most significant developments in the
science of medicine and of changes in society.
From a membership of less than 8,000 in 1946 the
Association has grown to over 22,600 active mem-
bers while the number of medical schools in the
state has doubled, to eight, in this period. Since
World War II the CMA has come to occupy a
position of great importance and leadership in the
state of California and the United States. Among
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state societies it has become the leader in the socio-
economics of medicine, and its role in the legisla-
tive process in California, while often difficult, has
been the envy of many other state medical associa-
tions. The close relationship of the CMA and the
medical schools during the recent great changes
in the relationship of medicine and society has
been at once a tribute to the leaders of the profes-
sion and of the medical schools. Among state medi-
cal associations at the national level in the Ameri-
can Medical Association, the CMA stands second
in numbers but first in influence. For years the
California delegation has stood as the leading dele-
gation in the House of Delegates of the AMA.
From this delegation in 15 years have come four
Presidents of the AMA, three Trustees, one Speak-
er of the House and a host of chairmen and mem-
bers of councils and committees.

CALIFORNIA MEDICINE has attempted to reflect
some of these great developments over the years
but most of all it has attempted to reflect scientific
developments in medicine in California. At first
a great part of CALIFORNIA MEDICINE was given
over to reporting, in monthly installments, what
went on at annual sessions of the CMA. In more
recent years the journal has turned increasingly
to a reflection of trends in the art and science of
medicine in the state unrelated to the annual ses-
sions. To some degree it has succeeded in this
change in direction. But because of a circulation
limited essentially to membership of state associa-
tions, state medical journals are not looked upon
favorably as a vehicle for publication by those who
are advancing the science and art of medicine. The
audience is too general, the number of readers of
any one kind too small, and commonly the peer
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